
HAMBLETON DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report To: Audit, Governance and Standards Committee 
  24 September 2014 
 
From:  Director of Support Services & Deputy Chief Executive 
 
Subject: STATUTORY AUDITOR – REPORT TO THE AUDIT COMMITTEE ON THE 

2013/14 AUDIT 
           All Wards 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE AND BACKGOUND: 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to present the Statutory Auditor’s report on the 2013/14 Audit.  

This report should be read alongside the Council’s Financial Report which includes the 
Statement of Accounts for 2013/14 and the Annual Governance Statement which is 
presented for approval. 

 
1.2 The Audit Commission’s statutory code of practice for Local Government Bodies (The 

Code) requires a report to be issued to those charged with governance, summarising the 
conclusions reached from their audit work. 

 
1.3 Each year the Council produces its Financial Report which is required to be approved by a 

statutory auditor appointed by the Audit Commission for this purpose.  The auditor’s report 
on the audit of the accounts is attached as Annex 1.  A member of Deloitte’s will be at the 
meeting to present the report.  

 
1.4 As part of the annual Audit, the Council is required to write to the Audit Commission 

confirming the position regarding issues such as compliance with regulations and the 
accuracy of records etc.  This letter, known as the management representation letter, is 
attached as Annex 2.  It is appropriate that the management representation letter be 
discussed and agreed by those charged with governance and signed on their behalf by the 
Council’s Director of Support Services and Deputy Chief Executive, acting in the capacity of 
S151 Officer. 

 
1.5 Finally, attached as Annex 3 is the Financial Report for 2013/14.  The Accounts and Audit 

Regulations 2011 now require either Full Council or a Committee to approve the Council’s 
Annual Governance Statement and Statement of Accounts.  At Hambleton it is the Audit 
and Governance Committee that is charged with this responsibility (along with receiving the 
Auditor’s report).  The Financial Report has been approved by the Council’s Director of 
Support Service and Deputy Chief Executive and by the Council’s statutory auditor, 
Deloitte. 

 
2.0 RISK ANALYSIS: 
 
2.1 There are no risks associated with approving this report. 
 
3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
3.1 It is recommended that the Committee:- 
 

1) accept the attached Report to the Audit and Governance Committee on the 2013/14 
Audit, prepared by Deloitte’s and attached at Annex 1; 



 
2) approve the signing of the Management Representation Letter at Annex 2 by the 

Council’s Director of Support Services and Deputy Chief Executive, acting in the 
capacity of S151 Officer; and 

 
3) approve the audited Statement of Accounts for 2013/14 and the Annual Governance 

Statement at Annex 3. 
 
 
 
JUSTIN IVES 
 
Background papers:  None 
 
Author ref:   JI 
 
Contact:   Justin Ives 

Director of Support Services and Deputy Chief Executive 
Direct Line No: 767022 
 

240914 StatAuditortoAuditCttee re2013-14Audit 
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Annex 2 
 

Deloitte LLP 
1 City Square  
Park Row 
Leeds 
West Yorkshire 
LS1 2AL 
 
 

 
 
 

24 September 2014 

Our Ref: PT/DW/HDC14   

Dear Sirs 

This representation letter is provided in connection with your audit of the financial statements 
of Hambleton District Council for the year ended 31 March 2014 for the purpose of expressing 
an opinion as to whether the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial 
position of Hambleton District Council “the Council” as of 31 March 2014 and of the results of 
its operations, other recognised gains and losses and its cash flows for the year then ended in 
accordance with the applicable accounting framework. 

We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, the following representations. 

Financial statements 

1. We understand and have fulfilled our responsibilities for the preparation of the 

financial statements in accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework 

which give a true and fair view. 

2. Significant assumptions used by us in making accounting estimates, including those 

measured at fair value, are reasonable. 

3. Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for 

and disclosed in accordance with the requirements of IAS24 “Related party 

disclosures”. 

4. All events subsequent to the date of the financial statements and for which the 

applicable financial reporting framework requires adjustment of or disclosure have 

been adjusted or disclosed. 

5. The effects of uncorrected misstatements and disclosure deficiencies are immaterial, 

both individually and in aggregate, to the financial statements as a whole.  

6. We confirm that the financial statements have been prepared on the going concern 

basis.  We are not aware of any material uncertainties related to events or conditions 

that may cast significant doubt upon the company’s ability to continue as a going 

concern.  We confirm the completeness of the information provided regarding events 

and conditions relating to going concern at the date of approval of the financial 

statements, including our plans for future actions. 

7. The financial statements are free from material misstatement. 

8. The disclosures related to accounting estimates under the entity’s applicable financial 

reporting framework are complete and appropriate. 



9. There have been no subsequent events that require adjustment to the accounting 

estimates and disclosures included in the financial statements. 

10. We confirm that: 

 all retirement benefits and schemes, including UK, foreign, funded or unfunded, 

approved or unapproved, contractual or implicit have been identified and 

properly accounted for; 

 all settlements and curtailments have been identified and properly accounted 

for; 

 all events which relate to the determination of pension liabilities have been 

brought to the actuary’s attention; 

 the actuarial assumptions underlying the valuation of the scheme liabilities 

(including the discount rate used) accord with the directors’ best estimates of 

the future events that will affect the cost of retirement benefits and are 

consistent with our knowledge of the business; 

 the actuary’s calculations have been based on complete and up to date 

member data as far as appropriate regarding the adopted methodology; and 

 the amounts included in the financial statements derived from the work of the 

actuary are appropriate. 

11. We are not aware of events or changes in circumstances occurring during the period 

which indicate that the carrying amount of fixed assets may not be recoverable. 

Information provided 

12. We have provided you with: 

1. access to all information of which we are aware that is relevant to the 
preparation of the financial statements such as records, documentation and 
other matters; 

2. additional information that you have requested from us for the purposes of 
the audit; and 

3. unrestricted access to persons within the entity from whom you determined it 
necessary to obtain audit evidence. 

13. All transactions have been recorded and are reflected in the financial statements and 

the underlying accounting records. 

14. We acknowledge our responsibilities for the design, implementation and maintenance 

of internal control to prevent and detect fraud and error. 

15. We have disclosed to you the results of our assessment of the risk that the financial 

statements may be materially misstated as a result of fraud. 

16. We are not aware of any fraud or suspected fraud that affects the entity or group and 

involves: 

(i) management; 

(ii) members of the Council; 



(iii) employees who have significant roles in internal control; or 

(iv) others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial 

statements. 

17. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to allegations of fraud, or 

suspected fraud, affecting the entity’s financial statements communicated by 

employees, former employees, analysts, regulators or others. 

18. We are not aware of any instances of non-compliance, or suspected non-compliance, 

with laws, regulations and contractual agreements whose effects should be 

considered when preparing financial statements 

19. We have disclosed to you the identity of the entity’s related parties and all the related 

party relationships and transactions of which we are aware. 

20. No claims in connection with litigation have been or are expected to be received.  

21. We have no plans or intentions that may materially affect the carrying value or 

classification of assets and liabilities reflected in the financial statements. 

22. Where required, the value at which assets and liabilities are recorded in the balance 
sheet is, in the opinion of the Members, the fair value. We are responsible for the 
reasonableness of any significant assumptions underlying the valuation, including 
consideration of whether they appropriately reflect our intent and ability to carry out 
specific courses of action on behalf of the Council. Any significant changes in those 
values since the balance sheet date have been disclosed to you. 

23. There have been no irregularities involving members or employees who have a 
significant role in the accounting and internal control systems or that could have a 
material effect on the financial statements. 

24. There have been no events since the balance sheet date which require adjustment of 
or a disclosure in the financial statements or notes thereof. Should further material 
events occur, which may necessitate revision of the figures included in the annual 
accounts or inclusion of a note thereto, we will advise you accordingly. 

25. The Council has satisfactory title to all assets and there are no liens or encumbrances 
on the Council’s assets. 

26. We recognise that we are responsible for ensuring that the statement of accounts as 
published on the website properly presents the financial information and your 
auditor’s report and for the controls over, and security or, the website. We also 
recognise that we are responsible for establishing and controlling the process for 
electronically distributing other information.  

27. All minutes of members and management meetings during and since the financial 

year have been made available to you. 

28. All known material liabilities have been properly included in the annual accounts and 
all material contingent liabilities have been disclosed. 

29. We are not aware of any potential claw back by grant payers of grants that have been 

released to income. 

We confirm that the above representations are made on the basis of adequate enquiries of 
management and staff (and where appropriate, inspection of evidence) sufficient to satisfy 
ourselves that we can properly make each of the above representations to you. 

Yours faithfully 



 

 

Signed on behalf of Hambleton District Council 
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